
 
 

March 3, 2023 



Letter from the Pastor 

Dear friends, 
 
I pray this letter finds you well. We had a snow day on Tuesday—my first real snow since we arrived 
on Long Island. The snow is lovely, but not for driving or walking. Thank you to Rob Hubbs for 
clearing the manse driveway and for everything our Trustees do to serve the church behind the 
scenes. 
 
We continue our Lenten journey to the cross with Jesus this Sunday, March 5, with worship with 
Communion at 10 a.m. We will remember God’s call to Abram in Genesis—and his journey of faith. 
It begins seemingly without any questions and immediate obedience, though God calls him to leave 
his hometown and kin and trust the Lord to take him to a place God would show him. Who would 
have courage to do that—and at 75 years old? God made a promise of seed—children—though his 
wife, Sarai, was barren. With God, nothing is impossible. 
 

We will remember, in our gospel lesson in 
John, Nicodemus’ visit to Jesus in the night, 
as well. Nicodemus has questions for Jesus, 
who provides answers that challenge what the 
esteemed religious leader has believed and 
taught. Our passage ends with the oft-quoted 
verses in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.” Sometimes John 3:16 has 
been used to exclude people from the blessing 
God desires for all people—to be reconciled 
with God and one another. Let us interpret 

this passage through the lens of God’s love and grace, revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
The Lord welcomes our questions today and continues to beckon us to follow and share our faith 
and God’s love through acts of kindness and compassion. 
 
This Sunday after worship, we begin in our Lenten book/video series, Signs and Wonders: The 
Beginner’s Guide to the Miracles of Jesus by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. We will gather around 11:45 a.m. 
in the Narthex to watch a video of Levine’s teaching. I will be leading a discussion on the 
introduction and chapter 1 on the role of caregivers in healing. The program will last about an 
hour. If you haven’t yet purchased a book, you may order through Amazon or you may come 
without reading the book. I know you will be blessed by the conversation, and we will be blessed to 
have you with us!  
 
God bless you with peace and healing throughout your Lenten journey. 
 
Pastor Karen 
 



Lectionary Readings 
 

Genesis 12:1–4a 
The Lord says to Abram: I will make 

you a blessing to the nations. 
 

Psalm 121 
My help comes from the Lord, who 

made heaven and earth. 
 

Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 
Consider Abraham; the promise of God 

depends on faith. 
 

John 3:1–17 
Those who seek God’s kingdom must 

be born of water and Spirit. 
 
Questions for Reflection 
Consider a time when you felt 
uncertain. Can you see how God was at 
work in your life at that time? What 
from Abraham and Sarai’s story, or 
from Nicodemus’s story, is a help to 
you as you look for evidence of God’s 
presence in your own life? 
 
Morning Prayer 
Loving God, you have given me the gift of this new day, and you send me out to live it fully and 
well. Help me to be attentive to your direction and leading. If you should call me to go in some 
direction, give me courage to try this new thing. If you present me with a mysterious truth or 
grace, help me to understand, or to seek understanding, with a sense of wonder and faith.  
Whatever this day may hold, I trust that you will keep me in all my comings and goings. In your 
Son’s name, I pray. Amen.  
 
Evening Prayer 
Gracious God, as the evening comes and the light fades, I look for you even in the shadows. Your 
love and protection stay with me through the night hours, and I rest in your promises. For the day 
as it has been, I give you thanks. For the gift of rest, I offer a hymn of praise. You love me and the 
whole world so greatly that you offer us salvation. After a night of rest, bring me into the light of a 
new day. In gratitude, I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

Pastor Karen’s Lenten Devotions 

 
Karen has started posting weekly devotions every Monday at her blog with links from Facebook 

throughout the season of Lent. The devotions include text, photos, and audio/visual clips, inspired 
by backyard wildlife. Her first devotion is, “Tufted Titmouse!” Access it through this link: 

https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/27/tufted-titmouse/ 
 

 
 

 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own. 

 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story; 

here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you; 

here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/27/tufted-titmouse/


Pastor Karen’s Recent Messages 

 
Temptation in the Wilderness (First Sunday in Lent): 

https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/26/temptation-in-the-wilderness/ 
 

My Sheep Hear My Voice (Meditation in Memory of Debra Canning): 
https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/25/my-sheep-hear-my-voice-2/ 

 
Invitation to a Holy Lent (Ash Wednesday message): 

https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/25/invitation-to-a-holy-lent/ 
 

Transfiguration Sunday: 
https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/19/holy-mountain-vision/ 

 
 

Highlights from the Feb. 28, 2023 Session Meeting (Zoom) 

 
• We met with Daniel Davidsen and approved his Eagle Scout beautification project, which 

includes a garden with a bench and a new walkway and fresh plantings at the kitchen 
entrance on River Road.  

• We approved the 2023 budget, without the pastor’s terms of call, which will be presented at 
the annual meeting on March 26, 2023, after worship. Terms of Call will be discussed and 
approved by congregation. 

• We approved the annual statistical report, prepared by our clerk, Sue Gensinger, and Dawn 
Agostini. 

• We approved the memorial service for Ora Renesse, mother of Ora Heath, on Sat., May 6 at 
11 a.m., with catered reception in the Parish Hall. 

• We approved a donation of 25% of total giving of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering to 
PDA for help to those recovering from earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. 

• We approved a Bread for the World bake sale on March 26, 2023, the day of our annual 
meeting. Lori Scarlatos will share a Minute for Mission about Bread for the World on March 
12 during worship. 

• Our next Session meeting will be 7 p.m. March 28, 2023 in the Narthex.  
 
 

Food Pantry: First Sunday of the Month 

 
 

Remember to bring in your donation for the 
Smithtown Emergency Food Pantry on the 

first Sunday of the month. 
 

The pantry needs paper goods right now—
paper towels, napkins, and toilet paper. 

 
 
 

https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/26/temptation-in-the-wilderness/
https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/25/my-sheep-hear-my-voice-2/
https://pastorkaren.org/2023/02/25/invitation-to-a-holy-lent/
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Fresh Flowers for Our Chancel 

 
 
Would you like to order fresh flowers for our chancel, in 

honor of or in memory of a loved one or a special 
occasion, such as a birthday or anniversary? 

 
Sign up on the sheet outside the Parish Hall. You may 
choose to keep your flowers or give away to brighten 

someone’s day. 
 
 

FPCS Spring 2023 Beautification Project 

 
The Trustees are organizing our church’s Spring Beautification Project for 2023.  Our building needs 

to be cleaned out so that it will look better and so that it will be a safer space to worship and to 
have events in. In order to properly assess and address the needs of our aging building, our 

congregation must ensure that items that interfere with building safety, cleanliness and security 
are removed.  For our congregation to determine how to best use the space that we are so blessed 
to have, we need to take good care of it.  In order to take good care of our space we need to clean 

out so that we can better organize what we choose to keep. 
 

This project will take more than just one day but the Spring Beautification Project will kick-off on 
March 25, 2023. The goal is to get as much done before Easter as possible. We hope that you can 

give us some time on March 25th or any other day to help clean out the Kitchen, supply closets, the 
choir room and loft, the Parish Hall stage, the meeting room and the basement. 

 
Any amount of time on March 25 will be appreciated between 9 am and 12 pm.  Refreshments will 

be served. 
Please let Lynne Leftenant know if you can participate or have questions - Lynnelef@yahoo.com 

 

Bread for the World 

 
Calling All Bakers: We will be reviving our traditional Bread 
for the World Bake Sale on Sunday, March 26th, the day of 
our annual congregational meeting. 
 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian organization 
that focuses on ending hunger at home and abroad by 
changing policies, programs, and conditions that allow 
hunger and poverty to persist.  
 
As a covenant church in the organization, we will be 
sending all proceeds to Bread for the World. Please bake, 
and buy, to support this worthy cause! If you have 
questions, you may call or email Lori Scarlatos (631-584-
6457) or lscarlatos@yahoo.com). 

mailto:Lynnelef@yahoo.com
mailto:lscarlatos@yahoo.com


FPCS Men’s Luncheon 

 

 

The FPCS Men’s Luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday March, 8th at 12:00 pm at the Old Street Pub. 

 

Lenten Study! 

 
Please join us for a Lenten study of the book and DVD series 
by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Signs and Wonders: A Beginner’s 
Guide to the Miracles of Jesus. 
Books are available for $9.99 (Kindle) or $13.90 (paperback) 
on Amazon or the church office may order for you. Lori 
Scarlatos, Isabel Buse, and Pastor Karen will be leading this 
hour-long study in the Narthex beginning Sunday, March 5, 
following worship.  
 
Here are the dates and topics for our study of miracles—and, 
most importantly, what they mean for our faith today: 
 
1. 3/5 (Sunday): Take Up Your Pallet and Walk: On the Role 
of Caregivers  
2. 3/9:  Stilling the Storm: Attending to Nature    
3. 3/16: The Feeding of the Five Thousand (or More): the 
Centrality of Bread  
4. 3/23: A Bleeding Woman and a Dead Girl: the Importance 
of Women's Bodies 
5. 3/30: A Two-Stage Miracle: Seeing Again 

 
Please sign up in the Narthex to let us know you will be coming and if you need a book. You are 
welcome to join us for any number of weeks, depending on your availability. Come and be blessed! 

 
Amy Jill Levine (“AJ”) is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler Distinguished Professor of 
New Testament and Jewish Studies at Hartford International University for 
Religion and Peace and University Professor of New Testament and Jewish 
Studies Emerita and Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies Emerita, 
at Vanderbilt University.  

 



FPCS Book Club 

 
Attention BOOK LOVERS: 

 
Our Presbyterian Book Club will meet again on Thursday, April 13 at 

7:00 pm in the Narthex. 
 

Please write SUGGESTIONS for our next book on the bulletin board 
outside the Narthex. A book will be selected by March 1, 2023 

 
Thank you! 

Isabel Buse, Adult Education Committee 
 

Buy a Bouquet – Give to the Food Pantry! 

 

Brighten these gloomy Winter days and bring a little early Spring color and 
cheer into your home while supporting the Smithtown Emergency Food Pantry, 

with a beautiful bouquet of flowers: 
 

Smithtown Emergency 

Food Pantry 

has been selected to receive 

$1 from every 

Bloomin' 4 Good bouquet 

sold during the month of 

March 2023 at: 

  

Stop & Shop 

291 West Main Street, 

Smithtown NY  

 

Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquets are priced at $10.99 and 

are available through the month of March 
 



Stewardship Thought for March 

 
There is the story of a man who was quite distressed over the prospect of not being able to 
take his riches with him when he died. 
 
So, before he died, he loaded his briefcase with two gold bars from his private vault and left 
instructions to have the case locked with the key, handcuffed it to his wrist and the key 
placed into his grave clothes.  His family carried out his orders correctly, to the letter.   
 
When he appeared at the pearly gates, he had the briefcase with him, key in hand.  St. 
Peter asked, “What do you have in your suitcase?” 
 
Very proudly, the man unlocked the case, opened it and displayed his two gold bars.  
St. Peter said, “Isn’t that special! You brought pavement.” 
 
We all know that this story is silly.  That you can’t take your treasures with you. There are 
two different currencies: one in heaven and one on earth. And the exchange rate is zero. 
The visual of a man standing in front of the proverbial pearly gates with everything he thinks 
is important is unforgettable. Gold is good for nothing in the Kingdom, except to pave a 
pedestrian roadway.  It may be trite to say, “You can’t take it with you,” but quite honestly 
that is the truth. 
 
If we’re not careful, we can spend our lives working for a bigger house, a bigger car, a 
better vacation, a bigger savings account, or a comfortable retirement.  Accumulating 
“earthly wealth”, or even saving for the future, is not necessarily evil or sinful.  But 
spending your life saving and accumulating to the detriment of building a “rich relationship 
with God” is foolish because it has no eternal significance.  Your focus in life should be on 
God’s Kingdom and fulfilling God’s plans and purposes, rather than being obsessed with 
accumulating possessions and saving for the future, because in the end you can’t take it 
with you and somebody else gets it all. 
 

David’s prayer from I Chronicles 29: 10-13 
Praise be to you, Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, 
Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for 
everything in heaven and earth is Yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as 
head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your 
hands as strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now our God, we give you 

thanks, and praise your glorious name. Amen. 
 

 
 



 

 
 



In Our Hearts and Prayers 

 
 

• Pastor Karen, recovering from COVID 

• Jim Crawford, recovering from COVID 

• The family of Debbie Canning 

• Susan Huebner Kay, a former member, who has cancer 

• Greg Yates, recovering from brain surgery 

• Rachael Schinella, recovering from knee surgery 

• Jim Miller, Janet Vollkommer’s brother 

• Harriet Yost 

• Marlene Hayes 

• Debbie Canning 

• Trudy Engel 

• Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber, recovering from back surgery 

• Tom Deakins 

• Harold “Scotty” Scott 

• Marie Blaszkiewicz 

• Sue Nunziata 

• Tom Sartain 

• Bente Schmidt 

• Caroline Kelleher 

• Richard Heath, continuing recovery in a rehab facility after brain trauma 

• Virginia Newcomb 

• June Carlson, Majestic Oaks Nursing Home, 901 Veterans Memorial Parkway, 

Orange City, FL 32763 

• Eleanor Schwinn, Luxor Nursing and Rehab at Mills Pond, Room 106, 273 Moriches 

Rd, St James, NY 11780 

• Mary Charlene Harris, Whisper Woods, 71 St. Johnland Rd., Apt. 207, Smithtown 

• Harriet McMahon, The Arbors, 1065 Smithtown Ave., Bohemia 

• Evelyn Saddlemire, Water’s Edge Nursing Facility, 150 Dark Hollow Rd. Port Jefferson 

• Jean Lown, The Bristal Assisted Living, 2995 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove 

• Ethel and Karl Kraft 

• Andrea Mohabeer 

 

 



Presbyterian Pet Corner 

Would you like to share your pet with your church family? 
Email your photo and story to Tracy Henchey at fpcscommunications@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

March Birthdays 

 
Please contact the church office if you have a March birthday but are not on this list. 

 

 

 

March 1 – Carol Weisman 

March 3 – Lucia Spahr 

March 4 – Andrew Carbonara 

March 5 – Marcia Saddlemire 

March 18 – Lisa Stovall 

March 22 – Patti Homeyer 

March 22 – Kyla O’Brien 

March 24 – Judy Michon 

March 25 – Betty Bunton 

March 25 – Linda Cherney 

March 27 – Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber 

March 29 – Becky Wagenhauser 

 

Trustee of the Week

 
March 3 – 9 – Rob Hubbs 

March 10 – 16 – Rick Booth 
March 17 – 23 – Rob Springer 
March 24 – 30 – John Agostini 
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Deacons of the Week 

 
March 5 - Marilyn Garupa and Joyce Broznya 

March 12 – Beth Davidsen and Staci Landi 
March 19 – Lucia Spahr and Barbara Ruoff 
March 26 – Lisa Hubbs and Suzanne Perri

How to Contact the Pastor or Church Staff

Church Office 
 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

10 am – 12 noon 
Phone: 631-265-5151 

Email: fpcs@optonline.net 
Website: www.fpcsmithtown.net 

 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Karen Crawford 
Email: karenpts@gmail.com 

Phone: 631-813-9172 
Blog: http://pastorkaren.org 

 

Communications Manager 

Tracy Henchey 
fpcscommunications@gmail.com
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