
 
 

January 20, 2023 



Letter from the Pastor 

 
Greetings, friends! 
 
I have returned from my Doctor of Ministry class in Austin, Texas. It’s great to be home! I 
missed you! I pray you are well and, if you are struggling with a health issue and need prayer 
or a call or visit, please let me know. Many thanks to Dulcie McLeod for leading worship and 
sharing a message on Jan. 8, while I was away! I pray you were blessed by the Rev. Emmie 
Arnold on Jan. 15. She will return to lead worship on Jan. 29, while I am recovering from 
thyroid surgery. 
 
This Sunday, Jan. 22, we will install to active service in our congregation elders, Sharon 
Castlen and Betty Bunton, and deacon, Joyce Brozyna. Other deacons and elders who are 
not able to come this Sunday will be ordained and/or installed during worship on Feb. 12.  
 
Are you wondering, “But what about the trustees?” Although we do not ordain trustees, this 
work is certainly important and, truly, a calling. Let me take a moment to say thank you to 
all our trustees who faithfully and quietly serve the church behind the scenes. Thank you, 
especially, to those who have agreed to serve a second term on the Board: Rick Booth, Chris 
Park, and Tom Deakins! I haven’t forgotten my promise to host a trustee and treasurer(s) 
gathering at my home! I hope we can do this in the spring. 
 
 
I have written a blessing for our trustees. Will you join with me in prayer?  
 

Loving, Creator God who continually provides for your 
people, thank you for the many gifts in Christ’s Body 
that are evident in our congregation. Bless those who—
with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength—serve us 
in quiet but important ways. We ask a blessing especially 
on our trustees and treasurers, who are not often 
recognized. These positions are not glamorous, Lord. The 
work of maintenance and repair is sometimes 
demanding, frustrating, and tedious, particularly if it 
involves leaks or floods, keys that don’t fit locks, doors 
that don’t open or stay closed, and other difficulties 
that come with caring for aging buildings. Give those 
who serve the gift of laughter, unity, and peace, 
knowing that in all they do, nothing is small or 
insignificant! They are serving you, whether it be paying 
bills, doing payroll, recording pledges, weeding a flower 
bed, repairing a fountain, cleaning a spill, fixing gutters, 
addressing a plumbing issue, replacing ceiling tiles, or 
painting a wall. Stir us to encourage one another as we 
seek to grow your Kingdom, empowered by your Spirit. 
In the name of our Triune God we pray. Amen.  

 
 

Grace and peace, 
 Pastor Karen 

 



Lectionary Readings 
 

Isaiah 9:1–4 
Light shines on those who walk in darkness; the people 

rejoice. 
 

Psalm 27:1, 4–9 
The Lord is my light and salvation; therefore I am not 

afraid. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
Paul calls for unity and proclaims the message of the 

cross. 
 

Matthew 4:12–23 
Jesus calls four disciples: Follow me, and you will fish for 

people. 

  
Questions for Reflection 
 

What does Jesus mean when he calls 
his follower to be “fishers of people”? 
What must I leave behind to be a 
faithful disciple of Jesus? 
 
Morning Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, you call me to be a faithful 
disciple. Enable me to hear your voice 
above the distractions of this day, 
to see each challenge as an opportunity 
for faithful witness, and to offer myself 
in obedient service in all that I do. 
Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 
 

Your face, O Lord, have I sought this 
day and your beauty have I beheld. I 
have seen you in the face of the 
stranger, and beheld your beauty in 
creation. Thank you, and keep me 
aware. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today We Are All Called to Be Disciples 
 

Today we are all called to be 
Disciples of the Lord, 

To help to set the captives free, 
Make plow-share out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
Make love and peace our fast, 

To serve the poor and homeless first, 
Our ease and comfort last. 

 
God made the world and at its birth 

Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, 

Responding to God's grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, 

We sow not peace but strife, 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud 

That threatens all of life. 
 

Pray justice may come rolling down 
As in a mighty stream, 

With righteousness in field and town 
To cleanse us and redeem. 

For God is longing to restore 
An earth where conflicts cease, 

A world that was created for 
A harmony of peace. 

 
May we in service to our God 

Act out the living word, 
And walk the road the saints have trod 

Till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we 

Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls us all to be 

Disciples of the Lord. 



Highlights from the January 17, 2023 Session Meeting 
from Pastor Karen 

 

• We welcomed new elders and 
deacons and shared our stories and 
hopes.  

• We approved elders and deacons 
elected at the congregational 
meeting Dec. 18, 2022.  

• We considered the calling to serve in 
ordered ministries of the church. We 
read from the Book of Order and 
discussed personal and spiritual 
qualities and responsibilities of elders 
and deacons.  

• We discussed a first draft of the 2023 budget, especially the area of mission to our community and 
beyond. Each member of Session was challenged to find their passion and choose a mission to share 
with the church one month this year, seeking to invite us to participate in the mission through our 
giving and prayers.  

• We approved paying 1/3 the cost of Stephanie Castlen’s mandated psychological exam as part of her 
seminary program and discernment for ministry. The remainder of the cost will be paid by the 
presbytery and Stephanie. 

• Our annual congregational meeting—when we will review annual reports, discuss the budget, and 
approve the pastor’s terms of call—will be March 26, 2023, following worship. Reports are due on Feb. 
18.  

• Session will meet next on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.  

From our Book of Order: 
 
G-2.0201 Deacon Defined 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripturee is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the 
redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, 

those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distressf. Persons of spiritual character, 
honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment 
should be chosen for this ministry. 
 
G-2.0301 Ruling Elder Defined  
As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament 

church provided persons with particular gifts to shareg in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of 
God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having 
demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not 
because they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the 
congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its 
faith and life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise leadership, 

government, spiritual discernment, and disciplineh and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation 
as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relation- ships. When elected by the congregation, they 
shall serve faithfully as members of the session. When elected as commissioners to higher councils, ruling 
elders participate and vote with the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are 
eligible for any office. 
 



PW - Church World Service Blanket Donations 

 

 
 
 

Presbyterian Women will be collecting donations for CWS Blankets during January and February. 
Church World Service (CWS) works with groups like PW to weave a story of human love and 

compassion. It is one where families are protected from the cold, comforted after a disaster and 
reminded that they are not alone. 

 
Each $10.00 given provides one blanket.  You may donate online, by mail, or in person. Please 

make checks out to Presbyterian Women and note “blankets” on the memo line. Any questions or 
comments contact Kathy Seymour.  

  
“And don’t forget to do good and share with those in need” 

Hebrews 13:16 
 

 

Flower Guild Updates 

 
 
 
 

The sign-up chart to order flowers for the 2023 
year has been posted on the bulletin board in the 

hallway by the Parish Hall. 
 

Remember to sign up to dedicate flowers for 
celebrations and memorials! 

 
 
 

 



FPCS Book Club 

 
First Presbyterian Book Club invites you to discuss  

 
The Saints of Swallow Hill by Donna Everhart 

 
Hacking, chipping and dipping in a North Carolina pine 
forest to earn a living during the Depression, Del and 

Rae Lynn, disguised as a boy, will introduce you to life 
as a laborer in a turpentine camp. 

Workers earn scrip, not money, and the scrip is usually 
not enough to cover bare necessities from the company 

store. 
 

Could you have survived? What would you do if you were 
placed in solitary confinement for three days? Would you 

give up and lose hope of a better life? 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 7:00 pm in the 
Narthex 

 
You can call the Smithtown Library at 631 360 2480 to 
borrow a copy.  Provide your library card number and 
they can put a copy on hold for you.  In late December 

some copies will be available to borrow from our church 
office. 

 
For more information, please contact Isabel Buse, Adult 

Education Committee. 
 

 

Soles for Souls Program 

 

For our fourth year, the church-wide Soles for Souls 
program, sponsored by Presbyterian Women, continues 
in our church. The power of shoes is huge, as they are 
distributed domestically and internationally to many who 
are in need of this basic item for both health and safety 
for daily life. 
 
Please bring unwanted shoes to our church for our 
Soles for Souls program. Remember that we can use all 
types of shoes for this church-wide campaign. 
 
Gently worn shoes of all types are being collected in the ‘shoe bin’ located in the hallway by 
the little yellow food pantry wagon. 
 

 



Stewardship Thought for January 

 
The Stewardship Ministry wishes each one of you and your families a New Year filled with love, 
hope, health, and peace. We also wish to thank you for the time, talent, and treasures you gave to 
our church and congregation in 2022.  A special thank you to our counters Tom Deakins and Sue 
Dalba, who are always available to count our treasures. 
 
This year’s per capita amount is $38.95 per individual member, which is a small increase from last 
year. Each year, Presbyterians across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) make a commitment to 
support one another through per capita giving. This call to generosity is deeply rooted in the value 
of what it means to be a Presbyterian. 
 
Per capita was first mentioned in 1734 in a letter to ministers. Congregations (through their 
sessions) pay an annual amount of money per church member to their respective Presbyteries.  
No worshipping community is isolated. Rather, the whole of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is 
called to work with one another in making ministry possible. Congregations, presbyteries, synods, 
denominational offices, and more work with one another to support, guidance, collaboration, and 
other opportunities through per capita funding. 
 
This year’s per capita amount of $38.95 provides $9.85 to General Assembly, $4.10 to Synod and 
$25.00 to the Presbytery of Long Island.   
 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor and further us with your continual 
help, that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you we may glorify your holy name, and 

finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

Trustee of the Week

January 20 – January 26 – John Agostini 
January 27 – February 2 – Ed Lipinsky 
February 3 – February 9 – Chris Park 

February 10 – February 16 – Rob Goodwin 
 

Deacons of the Week 

January 22 - Laurie Wallace and Allison Brennan 
January 29 – Lisa Hubbs and Beth Davidsen 



In Our Hearts and Prayers 

 
 

• Pastor Karen, having thyroid surgery on January 23 

• Greg Yates, recovering from brain surgery 

• Rachael Schinella, recovering from knee surgery 

• Jim Miller, Janet Vollkommer’s brother 

• Harriet Yost 

• Marlene Hayes 

• Debbie Canning 

• Trudy Engel 

• Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber, recovering from back surgery 

• Tom Deakins 

• Harold “Scotty” Scott 

• Marie Blaszkiewicz 

• Sue Nunziata 

• Tom Sartain 

• Bente Schmidt 

• Caroline Kelleher 

• Richard Heath, continuing recovery in a rehab facility after brain trauma 

• Virginia Newcomb 

• June Carlson, Majestic Oaks Nursing Home, 901 Veterans Memorial Parkway, 

Orange City, FL 32763 

• Eleanor Schwinn, Luxor Nursing and Rehab at Mills Pond, Room 106, 273 Moriches 

Rd, St James, NY 11780 

• Mary Charlene Harris, Whisper Woods, 71 St. Johnland Rd., Apt. 207, Smithtown 

• Harriet McMahon, The Arbors, 1065 Smithtown Ave., Bohemia 

• Evelyn Saddlemire, Water’s Edge Nursing Facility, 150 Dark Hollow Rd. Port Jefferson 

• Jean Lown, The Bristal Assisted Living, 2995 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove 

• Ethel and Karl Kraft 

• Andrea Mohabeer 

 

 

 

 

 



January Birthdays 

 
Please contact the church office if you have a January birthday but are not on this list. 

 

 

 

January 1 – Janet Ashby 

January 1 – Sharon Castlen 

January 2 – Nicole Rosenberg 

January 8 – Eleanor Schwinn 

January 15 – Lynne Leftenant 

January 15 – Isabel Buse 

January 18 – Steve Yastrub 

January 21 – Bente Schmidt 

 

January 22 – Margaret Cowie 

January 24 – Jan Diskin-Zimmerman 

January 25 – Gene Jenks 

January 25 – Suzanne Perri 

January 27 – Staci Landi 

January 29 – Carol Link 

January 29 – Lori Scarlatos 

 

How to Contact the Pastor or Church Staff

Church Office 
 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10 am – 12 noon 

 

Phone: 631-265-5151 
Email: fpcs@optonline.net 

Website: www.fpcsmithtown.net 

 
 

Pastor 

Rev. Karen Crawford 
Email: karenpts@gmail.com 

Phone: 631-813-9172 
Blog: http://pastorkaren.org 

 
Communications Manager 

Tracy Henchey 
fpcscommunications@gmail.com
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