
 
 

December 9, 2022 



Letter from the Pastor 

 
Dear friends, 
 
I am so looking forward to our worship this Sunday led by our 
Young Disciples in the parish hall at 10. Many thanks to Lynne 
Leftenant, our Sunday school teachers, and other helpers 
preparing for this service, and, most of all, to our Young 
Disciples, who will be sharing the Christmas message through 
readings, drama, and song. The service will not be livestreamed. 
Following worship, we will enjoy a light lunch and a variety of 
activities for our outreach ministry of Preparing the Presence. 
We will serve congregation and community through writing cards, 
folding Peace cranes, making Christmas flower arrangements to 
share, crafting ornaments for our parish hall Christmas tree, 
coloring angels for our Adopt an Angel children, and more.  

 
 
My hope is that it truly will be a time when our 
hearts are full of love and compassion fitting 
the season of Advent, as we prepare to 
celebrate our humble king, born in a manger, 
and for his return, as he promised, to reign 
over us in love.   
 
I have sad news to share. We learned this week 
that Dorothy “Dottie” Mehalick went home to 
be with the Lord on Nov. 2. She was 97. 
Sympathy cards may be sent to her daughters, 
Lynne and Claire, at PO Box 391, Cornwall, NY 
12518-0391. 

 
Thank you for your prayers for the family. 
 

Grace and peace,  
Pastor Karen 

 

 
Lectionary Scriptures this week: 
Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; James 5:7–10; 
Matthew 11:2–11  
 
Questions for Reflection  
What does the kingdom of heaven have to do 
with the signs that Jesus describes for John’s 
disciples: “the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them” (Matt. 11:5)? 
Where have you seen or heard such things?  
 

 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. 

Refrain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled, 

When lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angels chorus 

That hailed our Savior's birth. 

Refrain 

 

Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born, 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn. 

Refrain 



 
Morning Prayer 
Holy God, at the dawning of this day new life blossoms like the crocus, and fresh promise wells up 
like a spring. As I go forth in your presence, confirm my resolve to worship you, strengthen my 
hands to serve your people, and keep me always in your holy way; through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Evening Prayer 
Mighty God, my soul rejoices at the great things you have done this day— giving daily bread for my 
hunger, showing endless mercy for my sin. As you have blessed my ancestors, bless and keep me 
this night; in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

Congregational Meeting 

Session is calling for a congregational meeting on Dec. 18 following worship in the sanctuary. 

The purpose will be to elect elders, deacons, and trustees, and select an auditing committee. 

Upcoming December Events 

December 11, 2022 
Young Disciples Worship – 10:00 am – Parish Hall 

Preparing the Presence – Following Worship – Parish Hall 
 

December 17, 2022 
Christmas Caroling – 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

 

December 18, 2022 
Christmas Cantata Worship – 10:00 am – Sanctuary 

Congregational Meeting – Following Worship – Sanctuary 
 

December 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve Worship – 5:00 pm & 9:00 pm – Sanctuary 

 

December 25, 2022 
Christmas Day Worship – 10:00 am - Sanctuary 

 

Young Disciples Advent Worship Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Young Disciples Worship Service will be held on 
December 11 at 10:00 am in the Parish Hall. 

 
This service will not be live-streamed, 

so come enjoy this wonderful Advent celebration with us in-person! 



Christmas Poinsettias 

 
The Flower Guild will be taking poinsettia 
orders on December 11 for $10.00 each 

(double stem 6-1/2 inch pots). 
 

If you will not be in church to order in-
person, please mail or deliver your check 

and dedication for the bulletin to the church 
office by noon on Monday, December 12. 

  
Please contact Betty Deerfield with any 

questions (631)724-6401. 
 

 

Adopt-an-Angel 

 
 

Sunday, Dec 18 is Angel Sunday. It’s the time we bring back all our gifts for our angels. 
Please bring them wrapped, with the code numbers for EACH child on EACH package. Yes, 
you can add their name too.  Please bring them to the Parish Hall before the 10 am service.  
We collect, bag up, and actually deliver them to the Dept. of Social Services that Sunday 
afternoon. 
 
Have some time to help on Angel Sunday?  We can use your assistance starting after the 
service and fellowship time.  Many hands make light work. We are usually done no later than 
2 pm.  It is a wonderful, moving experience to help coordinate this program each year. 
Together we make a difference in the lives of many children and families. Thanks be to God 
for all of you! 
 
Any questions that come up as you adopt and shop for angels, PLEASE just give us a call or 
catch us on Sunday morning.  Sharon Castlen: 516-768-0345 



FPCS Men’s Luncheon 

 
All men are welcome to join the FPCS Men’s Luncheon 

Wednesday, December 14th @ 12:00 pm 
at the Old Street Restaurant - 92 East Main Street, Smithtown 

 

PW Greetings Tree 

 
 

Presbyterian Women will be collecting money for 
 

the PW Greetings Tree 
 

in the Narthex on Sundays, 
December 11th, and 18th. 

 
The money collected will be sent to the Stony Brook 

Campus Ministries. 
 
 

Christmas Caroling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join us as we share the music of the season with our community. We will visit 
and sing to homebound and nursing home resident members of our congregation, followed by 

 
Christmas Caroling 

on the front lawn of the 
 First Presbyterian Church of Smithtown 

 
Saturday, December 17, 2022 

2:30-4:30 PM 
 

All are welcome - music will be provided-  
Just bring your voices, a small flashlight, and your Holiday Spirit. 

For information and to register, 
please contact Marci Deakins, 631.979.6550 

We ask that carolers observe social distancing during the caroling event. 



Soles for Souls Program 

 

For our fourth year, the church-wide Soles for Souls 
program, sponsored by Presbyterian Women, begins in 
our church. The power of shoes is huge, as they are 
distributed domestically and internationally to many who 
are in need of this basic item for both health and safety 
for daily life. 
 
The weather is changing and fall is here. Are you looking 
through your closets to see what fall/winter shoes need to 
be replaced? Have children outgrown last year’s 
shoes/boots? Please bring unwanted shoes to our church for our Soles for Souls program. 
Remember that we can use all types of shoes for this church-wide campaign. 
 
Gently worn shoes of all types are being collected in the ‘shoe bin’ located in the hallway by 
the little yellow food pantry wagon. 

 

FPCS Book Club 

 
First Presbyterian Book Club invites you to discuss  

 
The Saints of Swallow Hill by Donna Everhart 

 
 

Hacking, chipping and dipping in a North Carolina pine 
forest to earn a living during the Depression, Del and 

Rae Lynn, disguised as a boy, will introduce you to life 
as a laborer in a turpentine camp. 

Workers earn scrip, not money, and the scrip is usually 
not enough to cover bare necessities from the company 

store. 
 

Could you have survived? What would you do if you were 
placed in solitary confinement for three days? Would 

you give up and lose hope of a better life? 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 7:00 pm in the Narthex 
 

You can call the Smithtown Library at 631 360 2480 to 
borrow a copy.  Provide your library card number and 
they can put a copy on hold for you.  In late December 

some copies will be available to borrow from our church 
office. 

 
For more information, please contact Isabel Buse, Adult 

Education Committee. 
 
 



Presbyterian Pet Corner 
featuring Harriet McMahon’s cat 

Would you like to share your pet with your church family? Email your photo and story to 
Tracy Henchey at fpcscommunications@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

Stewardship Thought for December 

 
 Thank you to those who have already pledged. If you have 
not yet done so, you may send your pledge via mail, drop it 

off or email the church office at fpcs@optonline.net, or place 
it into the offering plate on Sunday. 

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR THE YEAR 2023 

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
Please be sure to look for your envelopes and take them home 

with you. If you have not received offering envelopes and 
would like them, contact the church office at 631-265-5151 or 

email fpcs@optonline.net 
 

 
On behalf of the Stewardship Ministry, we would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a happy and healthy New Year and thank you for your joyful offering of time, talent, and 

treasures during 2022. 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. 
Isaiah 9:6 
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December Birthdays 

 
Please contact the church office if you have a December birthday but are not on this list 

 

 
 

December 2 – Pat Houk 

December 2 – Jesse Scanna 

December 3 – Katie Heath 

December 4 – Jean Lown 

December 5 – Russ Dalba 

December 11 – Ethel Kraft 

 

December 15 – Carol Miller 

December 21 – Lois Netter 

December 24 – Kathryn Stovall 

December 25 – Lillian Munro 

December 27 – Richard Heath 
 

Trustee of the Week

 
December 9 – December 15 – Rob Goodwin 
December 16 – December 22 – Tom Deakins 
December 23 – December 29 – Rob Hubbs 

December 30 – January 5 – Lynne Leftenant 
 

Deacons of the Week 

 
December 11 – Lisa Hubbs and Joyce Brozyna 

December 18 – Laurie Wallace and Charles Bunton 
December 24 – Suzanne Perri 
December 25 – Lucia Spahr 

 
 



In Our Hearts and Prayers 

 
 

• Debbie Canning 

• Trudy Engel 

• Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber, recovering from back surgery 

• Tom Deakins 

• Harold “Scotty” Scott, recovering at home after a neck injury 

• Marie Blaszkiewicz 

• Sue Nunziata 

• Tom Sartain 

• Bente Schmidt 

• Caroline Kelleher 

• Richard Heath, continuing recovery in a rehab facility after brain trauma 

• Virginia Newcomb 

• Eleanor Schwinn, at Luxor Nursing and Rehab at Mills Pond, Room 106, 273 

Moriches Rd, St James, NY 11780 

• Mary Charlene Harris, at Whisper Woods, 71 St. Johnland Rd., Apt. 207, Smithtown 

• Harriet McMahon, at The Arbors, 1065 Smithtown Ave., Bohemia 

• Evelyn Saddlemire, at Water’s Edge Nursing Facility, 150 Dark Hollow Rd. Port 

Jefferson 

• Jean Lown, The Bristal Assisted Living, 2995 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove 

• Ethel and Karl Kraft 

• Andrea Mohabeer 

How to Contact the Pastor or Church Staff

 
Church Office 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10 am – 12 noon 

 

Phone: 631-265-5151 
Email: fpcs@optonline.net 

Website: www.fpcsmithtown.net 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Karen Crawford 
Email: karenpts@gmail.com 

Phone: 631-813-9172 
Blog: http://pastorkaren.org 

 
Communications Manager 

Tracy Henchey 
fpcscommunications@gmail.com
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