November 4, 2022

Letter from the Pastor
Dear friends,
Following our Sunday when we joyfully welcomed our seven confirmands into membership, we are now
preparing to honor the saints this Sunday, Nov. 6, during worship at 10 a.m. This is a time to remember our
brothers and sisters in the Lord who have joined the Great Cloud of Witnesses and give thanks to God for
their gift of their lives.
After the Time with Young Disciples on Sunday, I will speak the
names of our church family, including members and longtime
friends of the church who have gone home to be with the Lord
since All Saints (November) 2021. We will have a moment of
silence. Our liturgist, Sharon Castlen, will light a candle for
each. After our church family is honored, I will invite our
congregation to come forward, if they desire, to light a candle for
their loved ones who have died in the last year. If anyone would
like Sharon to speak the names of their loved ones who passed and
light a candle for them, rather than coming up to the Chancel,
please let us know during the service.
May we all be reminded of our eternal hope in Jesus Christ and our
spiritual connection with all the saints—past, present, and future!
Grace and peace,
Lighting candles for loved ones last year
on All Saints Sunday.

Pastor Karen

In early Christian tradition, saints’ days began as a way to mark the
anniversary of a martyr’s death — his or her “birthday” as a saint. By
the middle of the church’s first millennium, there were so many
martyrs (particularly due to the persecution of Diocletian) that it was
hard to give them all their due. All Saints’ Day was established as an
opportunity to honor all the saints, known and unknown.
All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus in the Reformed tradition.
While we may give thanks for the lives of particular luminaries of ages
past, the emphasis is on the ongoing sanctification of the whole people
of God. Rather than putting saints on pedestals as holy people set
apart in glory, we give glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the
believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate time to give
thanks to members of the community of faith who have died in the
past year. We also pray that we may be counted among the company
of the faithful in God’s eternal realm. -https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/all-saints-day/

All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the
ages have faithfully served the Lord. The day reminds us
that we are part of one continuing, living communion of
saints. It is a time to claim our kinship with the “glorious
company of apostles … the noble fellowship of prophets
… the white-robed army of martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a
time to express our gratitude for all who in ages of
darkness kept the faith, for those who have taken the
gospel to the ends of the earth, for prophetic voices who
have called the church to be faithful in life and service, for
all who have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in every
nation.

I Sing a Song of the Saints of God
I sing a song of the saints of God,
patient and brave and true,
who toiled and fought and lived and died
for the Lord they loved and knew.
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen,
and one was a shepherdess on the green:
they were all of them saints of God, and I mean,
God helping, to be one too.
They loved their Lord so dear, so dear,
and God’s love made them strong;
and they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake,
the whole of their good lives long.
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest,
and one was slain by a fierce wild beast:
and there’s not any reason, no, not the least,
why I shouldn’t be one too.
They lived not only in ages past;
there are hundreds of thousands still;
the world is bright with the joyous saints
who love to do Jesus’ will.
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea,
in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea;
for the saints of God are just folk like me,
and I mean to be one too.

To rejoice with all the faithful of every generation expands
our awareness of a great company of witnesses above and
around us like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1). It lifts us out of a
preoccupation with our own immediate situation and the
discouragements of the present. In the knowledge that
others have persevered, we are encouraged to endure
against all odds (Hebrews 12:1-2). Reminded that God was
with the faithful of the past, we are reassured that God is
with us today, moving us and all creation toward God’s
end in time.
-- The Companion to the Book of Common Worship, 2003

Lectionary Readings
Daniel 7:1–3, 15–18
The holy ones will receive God’s kingdom and possess
it forever.
Psalm 149
Praise the Lord in the assembly of the faithful; rejoice
in God’s glory.
Ephesians 1:11–23
In Christ we have received a glorious inheritance
among the saints.
Luke 6:20–31
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God.

Question for Reflection
Who are the saints who have accompanied you in the life of faith? How has their faith affected yours?
Morning Prayer
God of blessing, thank you for a new day to live for you. In the company of all the saints in heaven and on
earth, I rise to sing your praise. Make me a worthy companion of my ancestors in faith and let me love
others as I have been loved. Amen.
Evening Prayer
Creator of the stars of night, thank you for the gift of rest. Forgive what wrong I have done today and heal
any wounds I have caused. Grant me, I pray, a peaceful rest, that I may rise with the sun to serve you with
joy. Amen.

Daylight Savings Time ends this Sunday

FPCS Men’s Luncheon

All men are welcome to join the FPCS Men’s Luncheon
this Wednesday, November 9th @ 12:00 pm
at the Old Street Restaurant - 92 East Main Street, Smithtown

Save The Date
All are invited to the

Trustee’s Annual Fall Beautification Event
Saturday, November 12th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Details to follow.

Tidbits from the Food Pantry – November 2022
Many thanks to all who supported the Food Pantry by purchasing tickets for the 50” Smart TV,
or making a donation. Although the winner was not from our congregation, we did raise $450
in support of the Pantry. FPCS was responsible for over one third of the total amount of
money raised. ($1,129.00) Thank you all for your generosity and support.
In November, the Food Pantry will again be providing
Gift Thanksgiving dinner boxes to eligible clients,
including a grocery gift card for a turkey. Special
thanks to Lowes for again providing 400 Boxes to be
filled. FPCS has 25 of the boxes, and more are
available if needed. Boxes will be available in the
Narthex on Sunday, November 6th, and must be
returned to the pantry no later than Sunday,
November 13th. A list of items to be included in each
box is attached to the box, and donors are encouraged
to decorate the boxes for the holiday. Prayers, cards,
and notes of well wishes can also be included. Boxes
should be brought into church on 11/13, and Tom and
Marci Deakins will deliver them to the Food Pantry. A
couple of volunteers to help with transporting the
boxes to the Food Pantry on November 13th would be
greatly appreciated. Baskets will be distributed to
clients on November 19, 21 and 22. There will be no
regular food distribution on those days. (Clients are
being informed of this.) The Pantry will be closed
November 23-28.

First Sunday of each month is our traditional time to
bring in donations for the Pantry, but donations may be brought in at any time. Donations can
be left in the yellow cart now located in the alcove outside the Parish Hall, across from the
rest rooms. Only non-perishable foods should be donated. Please focus your donations on
food, rather than ‘incidentals’ (i.e. paper towels, toiletries, etc.) .in order for us to meet the
food needs of the greatest number of clients. A reminder to please be sure to check expiration
dates on any food brought in as the Pantry cannot distribute food items with an expired “Use
by” date. Also, the yellow cart is Only for donations to the Food Pantry. Clothing, shoes,
books, calendars, toys, and other non-food items should not be placed in the cart.
Outside renovations have begun at the Pantry. The drive and access areas around the building
have been cleared of broken concrete and asphalt, and hard packed, with asphalt paving
scheduled to begin within a week, weather permitting. This will greatly enhance the safety of
both workers and clients.
Looking forward to December: FPCS will be staffing the food Pantry in December. Please
consult your calendars for your available dates. A sign-up sheet will be available shortly on the
table in the vestibule outside the Narthex. The days and times we are open are Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays 10 AM to 12 Noon. The Pantry will be closed Saturday 12/24 and
Saturday, 12/31. We look forward to working with both returning and new volunteers.
The number of clients served each month continues to increase, and like everyone, the Pantry
is feeling the pinch of rising food costs. The generosity of this congregation in their donations,
both in food and financial support is greatly appreciated.
Marci Deakins

Holiday Visit to Calverton National Cemetery

November Birthdays
Please contact the church office if you have a November birthday but are not on this list

November 1 – Lori Kenney
November 4 – Heather Smith
November 6 – Ron DeHart
November 6 – Julianna Landi
November 9 – Sue Nunziata
November 12 – Marge Duddleston

November 14 – Karen Schilling
November 16 – Harriet McMahon
November 17 – Carolyn DeHart
November 18 – Jean Belvin
November 23 – Gregg Homeyer

Trustee of the Week
November 4 – November 10 – Rick Booth
November 11 – November 17 – Rob Springer
November 18 – November 24 – John Agostini
November 25 – December 1 – Ed Lipinsky

Deacons of the Week
November 6 – Allison Brennan and Joyce Brozyna
November 13 – Beth Davidsen and Barbara Ruoff
November 20 – Suzanne Perri and Lisa Hubbs
November 27 – Charles Bunton and Lucia Spahr
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Harold “Scotty” Scott, in rehab with a bone fracture in his neck
Marie Blaszkiewicz
Sue Nunziata
Tom Sartain
Bente Schmidt
Caroline Kelleher
Richard Heath, continuing recovery in a rehab facility after brain trauma
Virginia Newcomb
Richard Engel
Eleanor Schwinn, at Luxor Nursing and Rehab at Mills Pond, Room 106, 273 Moriches
Rd, St James, NY 11780
Mary Charlene Harris, at Whisper Woods, 71 St. Johnland Rd., Apt. 207, Smithtown
Harriet McMahon, at The Arbors, 1065 Smithtown Ave., Bohemia
Evelyn Saddlemire, at Water’s Edge Nursing Facility, 150 Dark Hollow Rd. Port Jefferson
Jean Lown, The Bristal Assisted Living, 2995 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove
Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber
Ethel and Karl Kraft
Andrea Mohabeer

Contacting the Communications Manager
Have an announcement to add to our newsletter?
Please send it directly to Tracy Henchey at fpcscommunications@gmail.com
All other church inquiries or business should be directed to the office at fpcs@optonline.net
Thank you!

How to Contact the Church Office or the Pastor
Church Office

Pastor

Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10 am – 12 noon

Rev. Karen Crawford
Email: karenpts@gmail.com
Phone: 631-813-9172
Blog: http://pastorkaren.org

Phone: 631-265-5151
Email: fpcs@optonline.net
Website: www.fpcsmithtown.net

