
 
 

October 21, 2022 



Letter from the Pastor 

Dear friends, 
 
We’re back from our annual PW Women’s Retreat 
at Holmes! Thank you so much to all the 
organizers of our retreat, Linda Goodwin and 
Sharon Castlen, and to the many others who 
helped make the weekend joyful and memorable. 
Thank you, also, to those who provided 
transportation for others! (Thank you, Dawn 
Agostini, for driving me!) We had a wonderful 
time of fellowship, study, prayer, mission, and 
worship. We had perfect weather—crisp and 
clear, with blue skies and brilliant fall foliage. 
Several of us were attending for the very first 
time; some have attended for many years.  

 
 
At the Retreat, we 
worked together to 
decorate and fill bags 
with toiletries, 
personal care items, 
and art supplies to 
bless women in need. 
Thank you to our 
congregation for 
donating these items! 
Sharon and Stephanie 
Castlen delivered 28 
bags early Sunday to the 
clothes closet and food 
pantry at Union Church in Newburgh: 
https://www.newburghpresby.org/ 

 
 

 
One of the beautiful moments I will cherish was 
taking a long walk over the hills and through the 
rocky woods and by the lakes with a small group. 
We were guided by Timmi Nalepa, our naturalist, 
and Stephanie Castlen, who served on staff at 
Holmes Camp in various positions. I experienced 
such peace as we stopped for a moment to rest at 
the outdoor worship center. 
 
 
 

We gathered at Holmes in Charlotte’s Room 
for worship on Sunday, Oct. 16. 

Stephanie and Sharon Castlen 
delivering 28 gift bags. 

The women decorated cloth bags for the 
gifts to women in need. 

We stopped to rest from our walk at the 
outdoor worship center at Holmes. 

https://www.newburghpresby.org/


Our Bible study and discussion centered on biblical figures with what we 
might call exceptionalities or special needs in modern educational 
language. The purpose of the study was to connect with the God of 
Scripture and one another in a new way and grow in faith. Aren’t we all 
exceptional? I pray that we may learn to embrace our own specialness 
and the specialness of others as a calling from the God who knows us 
better than we know ourselves.  
 
We left the camp with one challenge question: “How can we, as a 
congregation, be more inclusive and welcoming in all aspects of our 
ministry to people with exceptionalities?”  
 
Arriving home, I began to think how nice it would be if we could offer an 
additional Women’s Retreat next year for just one day at our church. It 
would be accessible to more women of all ages. This would require a bit 

of planning and a team of helpers, but it would be so good to bless the women of our congregation and 
friends and family who might join us. Let’s think and pray about it, shall we?  
 
This weekend, we will host two worship services at FPCS. On Saturday, we will gather at 11 a.m. to witness 
to the resurrection and celebrate the life of Pat Sartain. A reception will follow. On Sunday, we will gather 
for worship for The Lord’s Day at 10 a.m.  
 
Thank you for your prayers for our ministries and one another. We need your prayers. We need each other! 
 
May we all experience healing and wholeness and the peace that only Christ can give. 
 
See you in worship! 
 
Pastor Karen 
 

 
Lectionary Scriptures for Sunday 

Joel 2:23–32 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; I will save those who call on me. 

Psalm 84:1–7 
How lovely is your dwelling place; my heart and flesh sing for joy. 

2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 
I have fought the good fight and kept the faith; God stands by me. 

Luke 18:9–14 
Jesus tells a parable: the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax collector. 

 
 
Questions for Reflection  

What is prayer? When we hear the prayers of the two men in the 
temple (Luke 18:9-14), what does Jesus’ appreciation of the tax 
collector’s prayer tell us about the purpose of prayer?  
 
 
 



 

Morning Prayer 

Living God, you have made this day bright 
with the promise of your presence as you 
crown each moment with hope. Let your 
Holy Spirit pray in us now, that in all our 
tasks—at home, at work, at school, and in 
our community— we may express the joy 
you have in us. Be our peace, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  
 
 
Evening Prayer  

God of endings and beginnings, who calls us 
to work and to rest, we thank you for the 
joys and struggles of this day. Teach us to 
come to a fuller knowledge of your will in 
our lives, that each moment might be a sign 
of your love for us. Take us now into your 
arms that in your safekeeping, we may 
sleep and be renewed. We pray this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 
 

Remembering Pat Sartain 

 
 

 

When Peace Like a River 
(It Is Well with My Soul) 

 

When peace like a river attendeth my way,  
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,  
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul; it is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,  
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. 

It is well with my soul; it is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

He lives: O the bliss of this glorious thought.  
My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more.  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

It is well with my soul; it is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;  
even so it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul; it is well; it is well with my soul. 
 



Save The Date 

 
 

All are invited to the 
 

Trustee’s Annual Fall Beautification Event 
 

Saturday, November 12th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Details to follow. 

 

FPCS Book Club 

 
We will read and discuss 

 

The Personal Librarian 
 

by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray 
as our next book 

 
There are copies available to borrow on the church 
office desk. Please sign them out on the sheet next 

to the books. 
 

Next meeting date: 
Wednesday, November 2 at 7:00 pm in the Narthex 

There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board outside of the Narthex 

 
Isabel Buse, Adult Education Committee 

 
 

Tidbits from the Food Pantry by Marci Deakins 

 

• As the summer drew to a close, the Food Pantry saw a substantial uptick in the number 
of families being served, with many new clients coming from the Brentwood area.  

• As food donations have declined, we have had to do a lot more shopping.  Fresh bread is 
donated by Fresh Market and King Kullen and frozen chopped meat and chickens are 
purchased from Fresh Market at a discount. 

• The Pantry will again be doing Thanksgiving Baskets (boxes).  Boxes will be available 
shortly to be filled with a provided list of food items. The Food Pantry will provide a $50 
grocery gift card to purchase a turkey with each box. The boxes will be distributed to 
Food Pantry clients On November 19, 21 and 22.  No regular food will be distributed on 
those days. 



• I am serving on the newly created Financial Review Committee, which met in early 
September.  A review of the finances found all to be in order and the committee has 
agreed to meet at least quarterly going forward. 

• Church volunteers from the member churches have come back in full force and are 
working out well. 

• Volunteers are needed to assist with shopping at Aldi, Lidl, Costco, Stop and Shop and 
BJ's. The Food Pantry has a corporate credit card which can be provided when 
volunteers are shopping. Anyone interested may contact me for additional information. 

• Because of the larger number of Spanish speaking clients, volunteers who speak 
Spanish are needed. If you can assist with this, please contact me. 

• Plans for the renovations are coming along. We have received two bids for the driveway 
and parking area and are in conversation with several contractors regarding renovations 
to the interior of the building. 

• RAFFLE - a 50" Haier Smart TV has been donated to the Food Pantry to be raffled off 
to raise money for the needed renovation.  Ticket prices are $1.00 per ticket or 6 
tickets for $5.00.  The drawing will be November 1, 2022 at the Food 
Pantry.  Tickets will be available for sale in the Parish Hall during coffee hour on 
October 16, 23, and 30. 

• A Reminder that although we do an ingathering of non-perishable food for the Food 
Pantry on the first Sunday of each month, donations can be brought in and left in the 
yellow cart at any time. The cart has been relocated to the area just outside the Parish 
Hall next to the closet space and across from the restrooms. 

• A HUGE "Thank-You" to everyone for their continued support of this very important 
ministry of our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Thought for October 

September was an exciting time for our congregation. The First Presbyterian Church of 
Smithtown formally installed Rev. Karen E. Crawford as our new Pastor. This was also a 
celebration of our members using their time and talents around our wonderful church.  
 
I’ll bet you all remember that nursery rhyme we learned in Sunday School where you put 
your hands together and say “Here is the church and here is the steeple. Open the doors and 
see all the people!” The church is not the building.  The church is the people.  I would 
encourage all of us to pay attention to how many people it takes to do the ministry and 
mission of our church.  
 



This month, the Nominating Committee will begin the process of requesting the congregation 
to submit names of those persons they feel are qualified to serve on the Session, the Board 
of Deacons, and the Board of Trustees. If you do not personally feel comfortable serving on 
one of these boards, then sing in the choir, join a session committee, bring snacks for coffee 
hour, volunteer to work with the Trustees during fall and spring clean-up, or help with the 
church school. There are so many, many other opportunities for us to use our time and 
talents. 
 
Our time and talents are not ours but entrusted to us by God. God has asked us to be good 
stewards, and this is one of the ways that we can give thanks to God. First Presbyterian 
Church of Smithtown celebrates so many of you that give your time and talent. 
 

Did you know? 
 

If you are of the age where you are receiving RMDs from 
your retirement accounts; you can make a qualified 

charitable distribution (QCD) to your church from your 401K 
or IRA which is not subject to ordinary federal income taxes 

– the amount is simply excluded from your taxable income. 
Making QCDs can be a great strategy as it is more 

advantageous than taking the withdrawal and then donating 
it. Contact your account servicing agent for information on 

how to do this. 

 

October Birthdays 

 
Please contact the church office if you have an October birthday but are not on this list 

 

October 3 – Richard Engel 

October 3 – Laura Matturro 

October 4 – Lorraine Bird 

October 5 – Peter Auer 

October 7 – TJ Garcia 

October 8 – Susan Harrison 

October 9 – Arthur Leudesdorf 

October 9 – Lori Yastrub 

October 10 – Theresa Miller 

October 10 – Grace Simonette 

October 12 – Charles Bonczyk 

October 15 – Amanda Booth 

October 16 – Thomas Satriano 

October 17 – Liz Ewing 

October 18 – Robert Davidsen 

October 19 – Shaun Smith 

October 25 – Karl Kraft 

October 29 – Bill Russell 

October 31 – Tammy Blaszkiewicz 



In Our Hearts and Prayers 

 
 

• Harold “Scotty” Scott, in rehab with a bone fracture in his neck 

• Pablo Lavandera 

• Marie Blaszkiewicz 

• Sue Nunziata, recovering from pacemaker surgery 

• Tom Sartain, recovering from hip replacement surgery 

• Bente Schmidt 

• Caroline Kelleher 

• Richard Heath, continuing recovery in a rehab facility after brain trauma 

• Virginia Newcomb 

• Richard Engel 

• Mary Charlene Harris, at Whisper Woods, 71 St. Johnland Rd., Apt. 207, Smithtown 

• Harriet McMahon, at The Arbors, 1065 Smithtown Ave., Bohemia 

• Evelyn Saddlemire, at Water’s Edge Nursing Facility, 150 Dark Hollow Rd. Port Jefferson 

• Jean Lown, The Bristal Assisted Living, 2995 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove 

• Vivienne Grizzle-Jaber 

• Ethel and Karl Kraft 

• Andrea Mohabeer 

Trustee of the Week

October 21 – October 27 – Lynne Leftenant 
October 28 – November 3 – Rob Hubbs 

November 4 – November 10 – Rick Booth 
November 11 – November 17 – Rob Springer 
November 18 – November 24 – John Agostini 

 

Deacons of the Week 

October 23 – Lisa Hubbs and Lucia Spahr 
October 30 – Laurie Wallace and Charles Bunton 
November 6 – Allison Brennan and Joyce Brozyna 
November 13 – Beth Davidsen and Barbara Ruoff 

November 20 – Suzanne Perri and Lisa Hubbs 



Contacting the Communications Manager

Have an announcement to add to our newsletter? 
Please send it directly to Tracy Henchey at fpcscommunications@gmail.com 

 
All other church inquiries or business should be directed to the office at fpcs@optonline.net 

 
Thank you! 

How to Contact the Church Office or the Pastor

Church Office 
 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10 am – 12 noon 

 

Phone: 631-265-5151 
Email: fpcs@optonline.net 

Website: www.fpcsmithtown.net 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Karen Crawford 
Email: karenpts@gmail.com 

Phone: 631-813-9172 
Blog: http://pastorkaren.org
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