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Greengs, dear friends!
“Rejoice in the Lord! And, again, I say, Rejoice!” Paul’s words to the Philippian church srs our hearts today. No
ma$er what sadness or struggle we face—including prison and separaon from loved ones, which was the apostle’s
situaon—we always have cause to rejoice in the Lord and the gi' of salvaon. Today is the day to turn our worries
into prayer and thanksgiving, li'ing up our cares and burdens to the God who listens and longs to heal our broken
places and make us one in Christ’s Body.
On this third Sunday of Advent, we remember and share the good news of Christ’s coming, passionately proclaimed by
John the Bapst. John bapzes with water for repentance but also calls people seeking the Lord in the wilderness to
live out their faith, turning away from sin and selﬁshness and praccing kindness, grace, and generosity with all.
Isn’t it ﬁ2ng that we, too, will be bapzing our newest member of our church family this Sunday, when we light the
pink candle for joy? We will celebrate Christ’s claiming Benjamin Alan Mentzer, son of Greg and Shannon Mentzer, in
the waters of bapsm. We will pray for him and vow to support his parents in the nurture of his faith. Ben will receive
gi's of the Spirit and will be empowered to do exactly what John the Bapst calls the Church to do—to live out our
faith. As Benjamin is bapzed, we are urged to remember our own bapsms and give God thanks.
I give thanks for you, my ﬂock, in this beauful season of Advent.
May the Lord watch over you and keep you safe!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Karen

Benjamin Mentzer and his parents, Greg and Shannon

What’s Happening with the Church This Week?
Thursday (12/9):
Sunday (12/12):

Monday (12/13):
Tuesday (12/14):
Wednesday (12/15):

10 a.m.
9 a.m.
10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4-7 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Prayer Fellowship in the Fireside Room
Youth/Young Adult Worship in the chapel
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Worship in the sanctuary with Bapsm
Youth (grades 7-12)
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party
Music Planning meeng
Deacons meeng in the parlor
Chancel Choir rehearsal

Scriptures this week: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

LOOKING AHEAD:
12/19
12/24

12/26

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Worship at 9 (Y/YA) & 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve:
Choir rehearsal at 6:20 p.m.
Worship at 7:30 p.m., with music of the season
beginning at 7 p.m.
First Sunday of Christmas: Worship with Hymn Sing at 10:30 a.m. in the chapel
(No 9 a.m. Y/YA service)

Children (Pre-K-5th grade) are invited to a$end Children's Church on Sunday, December
12th. Aer the Children's Message with Pastor Karen, children will be guided by one of the
rotang teachers to the large Sunday School room on the 3rd ﬂoor. Once in the classroom,
children may eat the treat they received from Pastor Karen during the Children's Message,
along with other snacks, while learning the Bible lesson for the day through Scripture,
cra's, songs and games. Once worship concludes, caregivers may gather their li$le ones
from the classroom.
Future dates for Children's Church will be announced at a later date.

ATTENTION YOUTH IN GRADES 7-12:
Come and celebrate the Christmas Season with your friends at church! Wear an ugly Christmas sweater if you
have one. We will play some games, eat, and watch a movie!
What:
Who:
Where:
When:
Bring:

Ugly Christmas Sweater Party
Youth grades 7-12
Church parlor
Sunday, Dec. 12 from 4-7 p.m.
A $5 gi' to exchange

Please RSVP to Kirsten McPeck 740-502-5819 (call or text) or message her on Facebook!

In our hearts and prayers:
Wilma Hunt - The Oaks at Bethesda, Rm. 213, 2971 Maple Ave., Zanesville, 43701
Jan Kobel - Altercare, Room 201
Barb Moore - Home
John Unger - Home
Donna WesTall - Home
Barb Wheeler - Home

Happy Belated Birthday to: Malik Khalfani and Benjamin Mentzer (12/4)
Happy Birthday to: Joan Brode, Ashley Jusce (12/9); Alan Myers, David Ricke$s (12/11);
Dick Sycks (12/12); Jo Ellen Kobel, Sydney Stewart (12/13); Pam Arganbright,
Jennifer Schlegel (12/15)

Did you know that the Presbyterian Women’s Mission Team does outreach in the community
throughout the year? During the Christmas season, they are contribung to First Step, Headstart,
Chestnut Crossing and the PW Street Ministry. Talk to Sharon Su$on to ﬁnd out more!

If you would like to help decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas season, please complete this
form and place it in the offering plate with a check or cash, or drop it off in the church office.
Deadline to order is Sunday, December 19.
Suggested contribution is $16 per plant.
Name of donor(s):

Name of person(s) in whose MEMORY the plant is presented:

Name of person(s) in whose HONOR the plant is presented:

We would appreciate you taking your poinsettias home following the Christmas Eve service. If plants
are not picked up by January 2, they will be distributed to our homebound members and friends.

Mitten, Hat, and Scarf Tree
The Board of Deacons is also sponsoring a Mi!en, Hat, and Scarf Tree this year. The tree
will be located in the assembly room. We encourage you to bring in new winter accessories
to be given to The Salvaon Army. All mi$ens, hats, and scarves may be placed on the tree
and the deacons will deliver them at Christmas. Thank you for your support!

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
Here’s how it works - each day add an item to a box at your home. Bring your items to the church at anyme during
the month of December. All donaons will beneﬁt The Salvaon Army Community Food Pantry. Collecon boxes will
be located in the assembly room and at the Fourth Street entrance. Please consider supporng this worthwhile project
sponsored by The Board of Deacons.
December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut bu$er
December 3 - stuﬃng mix
December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes
December 12 - cranberry sauce

December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package pasta
December 18 - spaghe2 sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - canned corn
December 22 - canned mixed vegetables
December 23 - canned carrots
December 24 - canned green beans

Need a unique Christmas giB for that hard-to-buy-for person?
We have a soluon for you! We are selling Presbyterian Women’s
Favorite Recipes cookbooks for $5.00 and Cat’s Meows of the church
for $10.00. Both items are available for purchase in the assembly
room. A basket is provided for you to put your money in. These items
can also be purchased throughout the week in the church oﬃce.

YOU’RE INVITED!
The Hospitality Team at Grace United Methodist Church (422 Walnut Street, Coshocton) invites
you to “Sounds of the Season” Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 12 at 4 p.m. It is free
of charge, but an oﬀering will be collected and donated to a local charity. The concert will
include Dickie Barrick, Ann Leppla, Grace’s Asbury Handbell Choir, and others, along with carols
for the congregaon and some fun “Name the Tune” songs! Punch and cookies will be served
following the concert. Feel free to wear a mask and/or distance while a$ending the concert.

