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God’s Love Is Here for You

September 2, 2021

Tina Johnson, E-newsle er editor
Dear friends,
Thank you so much for your prayers for Jim and me as we recover from our surgeries. Jim is graduang from a walker
to a cane and, although he is not yet driving, will be sharing a message with his congregaon in N. Canton this Sunday.
Jacob, our son, will be his chauﬀer.
I am planning to return to lead worship this Sunday at 10 in the chapel a%er what seems to be a long me away,
though it has been a mere 2 weeks. I am so grateful to Dave Wiley for sharing a message on our almighty and loving
God last Sunday, our Good Shepherd from Psalm 23. Thank you to Sarah Swigert, Debbie Clark, and Becky Lerch for
your worship leadership these past two weeks, as well. Thank you, once again, to those who blessed us with meals,
cards, calls, visits, and prayers.
The surgeon called last night to tell me that everything went well with my surgery, but that he removed a mass, and
it was creang a blockage, so I did have acute appendicis, a%er all. The sobering news is that the mass contained a
rare sort of tumor that is not normally discovered in such an early stage—before it has become invasive. But it was
discovered through a roune colonoscopy and a follow up CT scan.
I have felt the Lord with me throughout these anxious two months, all the while wondering if I were making the right
decisions, going to the right doctors, having the right medical tests and procedures. Looking back, I felt completely
helpless and out of control. But even in our darkest mes, we can comfort ourselves with God’s Word. I have a future
ﬁlled with hope (Jeremiah 29:11). I am engraved on the palm of God’s hand (Is. 49:16)! This is the God who knows us
completely, as David says in Psalm 139: “My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me
were wri<en in your book before one of them came to be.”
Are you hurng today? Do you need encouragement? Listen to the promise to the exiles in Isaiah 40:30-31 (NIV):
“Even youths grow red and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LCDE will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
God bless you with hope, healing, and strength!
Pastor Karen
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What’s Happening with the Church This Week?
Thursday (9/2):
Sunday (9/5):
Monday (9/6):
Tuesday (9/7):
Wednesday (9/8):

10 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
7:30-8:30 p.m.

Prayer Fellowship in the parlor
Worship in the chapel
Pastor’s Sabbath
Nominang Commi<ee in the parlor
Chancel Choir rehearsal

Scriptures: Isaiah 50:4-9; James 2:1-17; Psalm 116:1-9; Mark 8:27-38
Worship will connue in the chapel throughout the month of September, beginning at 10 a.m. this Sunday, Sept. 5,
but moving to 10:30 a.m. starng Sept. 12.
Chancel Choir rehearsals will begin next Wednesday, Sept. 8 at 7:30 p.m.

In our hearts and prayers:
Wilma Hunt - Sterling Suites, Zanesville
Jan Kobel - Windsorwood, Apt. 80
Donna WesLall - Home
Barb Wheeler - Home

Happy Birthday to: Andrew Fulks, Tom Miller (9/2); Linda Hores, Helen Wright (9/3);
Lisa Thompson (9/4); Judy Ogle (9/7); Debbie Wallace, Catelynn Walters (9/8)
this week

Happy Anniversary to: Virgil & Joyce Stockum (9/4); Dwight & Judy Ogle (9/7)

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF
Sunday School will begin on September 12 at 9:15 a.m. with light refreshments in the classrooms.
Bethel books will be available a%er church on September 5, using books that had
been ordered before we shut down. Pathﬁnders, children K-5th grade, and youth
6-12th grade will be using the Follow Me: Biblical Prac ces for Faithful Living
curriculum produced by Presbyterian Publishing. “Following Jesus is a lifelong
journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. It takes more than the
head, checking oﬀ boxes of belief. It even takes more than the heart, feeling deeply
about another person or a cause. Following Jesus is about these things and more.
It is also about doing, and it takes pracce. We are not praccing for perfecon,
however, but praccing to put faith and love into acon. As we explore faith
pracces, we are diving into the essence of what makes us Chrisan, those who
follow the one who pracced what he preached!”
WE NEED FACILITATORS FOR THE YOUTH AND PATHFINDERS CLASSES! If you are interested, please contact
Janice Sycks at 740-260-1274.

AT-HOME PHOTOS
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Can you ﬁnd Mason Gano?
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